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On March 25th Halifax wrote to the Abbot:

I had so hoped that you might have been the one to restore the
Benedictine Rule, and to rebuild the old waste places of monastic
observance within the limits of that Ecclesia Anglicana with which
God has been so graciously dealing all these years; but that
apparently is not to be your work... ,19

Since the question of the Community's property remained
to be settled, Halifax proposed the appointment of a small com-
mittee of arbitration. The Abbot, who was on the point of
leaving for Rome, promised to consider the suggestion, which
he subsequently agreed to accept. The committee consisted of
Halifax and Athelstan Riley for the Anglicans, and of the Duke
of Norfolk and the Bishop of Menevia for the Roman Cath-
olics. The chairman was Lord Balfour of Burleigh, a member
of the Established Church of Scotland, chosen not merely for
his detachment and the high respect in which he was held, but
also for the experience he had acquired in the kindred contro-
versy between the United Free Church and the *Wee Frees* of
his own land.

The deliberations of the committee were most friendly,
though not without some of the humours inseparable from its
composition. All, for example, were agreed that the proceed-
ings should be opened with prayers, but who was to offer
them? Clearly not the chairman. In the end, out of considera-
tion for the Roman Catholic members, the prayers were ofiered
silently. When it came to the drafting of a Report, aa unex-
pected situation arose. The Chairman, Riley, and the Bishop of
Menevia had arrived at what they considered a fair settlement,
only to be met by the determined obstruction of Halifax and
the Duke, Halifax, who had almost veered round to Abbot
Aelred's opinion of the comparative insignificance of a change
of Church so long as the Benedictine Rule was preserved in
Caldey, wanted a more generous treatment of the seceding